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. REMINISCING BY A BACKBENCHER
OF His LAST BATCH
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Picture: Professor Sankar Sen
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Before bidding adieu to his alma mater Bengal Engineering College
in early 1986 to join Jadavpur University as its Vice Chancellor, Dr.
Sankar Kumar Sen (better known as SKS to the global community of
his students) finished teaching us curriculum of Electrical Machines-
IIl'in our 4th and final academic year in same college. In fact quite a
few of our other teachers of Electrical Engineering department were
his students themselves.

As a proverbial backbencher, not only in his class, | will definitely not
try venturing into eulogizing his achievements either as a student of
this college (his record marks in the department will probably
remain intact for ever) or as a minister (making West Bengal a
power-surplus state from a deficit status). | will try to portray him as
a teacher trying to imbibe an all pervasive sense of discipline to his
students.

We got to experience his immaculate style of teaching surprisingly a
bit early in our compulsorily residential college life, being a longtime
Head of Department, he used to take upon himself responsibility of
introducing, year after year, his fresh batch of students to nuances
of electrical engineering by way of teaching a subject named
Electrical Machines I1,in 3rd and penultimate year, just after finishing
first two years of learning mostly foundation subjects, common
across all departments, and a few of specialized departmental ones.

All his classes used to be the first class of the day, weekly twice as |
remember, i.e. staring from 8AM and thus greeted by the longest
siren of the day from the pumping station of the college’s iconic
Clock Tower. He used to enter his class, last room on right side of
the department’s 1st floor corridor, straight from departmental
HoD’s chamber situated at middle of corridor on other side, never
late by more than 5 seconds. He used to unfasten his wrist-watch as
first thing after entering the class and no late-coming student was
allowed to enter the class after that. Next thing he used to fill the
blackboard silently and fully with the day’s first set of teachings by
his crisp chalk-writing, all with necessary diagrams, even the last
lines of his board-writings used to be as uniform, straight and vivid
as in a printed book. Then he used to explain those of his writings to
us and make us understand them by heart. Again writing his next set
of teachings of the day on the board, followed by his lucid
elaboration upon them to us. We used to remain fully mesmerized
during three or four such set of his teachings for the day, with very
rare occasional rejoinders from our select front-benchers, through
the entire period of 55 minutes of his class, by witnessing his
unmatched grasp of the curricular subjects and his brisk yet
confident personality as well. He used to end his classes by marking
his students’ attendance by calling the roll of only a few whom he
thought might be absent for the day.
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Even habitually lethargic backbenchers of class would not fancy
missing those early morning classes purely for the reason of being
able to internalize an appreciable part of core curricula of electrical
engineering. When our half yearly examinations were nearing, our
personal collections of class-notes on Electrical Machines would be
no less than a concise text book incorporating specific chapters on
the subject. Just a thorough reading of those class-notes supported
by necessary minimal reference to his nationally famed book
Rotating Electrical Machinery, used to ensure any individual student
at least 70% marks in all written examinations on Electrical machines.

During eighties, at start of each academic session, to shift to a single-
seater residential hall was compulsory for all final i.e. 4th year
students, and few remaining seats in each of six single-seater halls
of that time used to be allotted to interested students promoting to
penultimate i.e. 3rd year based on the applicants’ aggregate marks
obtained in 1st year’s final examinations. In 1984, a handful of us,
inmates for two years of Hostel-8 (now AC Roy Hall), one of the nine
multi-seater hostels of that time (multi-seater Hostel-13 was the lone
Ladies Hostel till that session), could secure seats in Wolfenden Hall,
situated on one edge of college’s hallowed Oval playground. Within
a few days of our staying there, we noticed that SKS accompanying
his wife was one of regular morning-walkers, briskly strolling several
rounds of that huge ground along the pathway marking its outer
periphery. Observing those walkers for some more days, we inferred
that on occasional days SKS’s wife might not be able to accompany
him, on some harsh and hostile mornings all of other walkers might
desert him, and even being left totally alone in one of the early
routines of his daily life, he would accomplish it unfazed day after
day. I still remember, it was a chill winter morning, so engulfed in
dense fog that visibility was absolutely poor, most probably some of
us Woolfian’s were awake at those wee hours to meet deadlines on
that day of respective practical subjects. One amongst us just
chanced a friendly bet that SKS would not be able to come out that
morning. We all waited with watchful pair of eyes and of course with
bated breath, doubting gang was on the verge of celebrating, when
a tiny shadow appeared as if from oblivion and started moving closer
and growing bigger. Unmistakably that person was SKS, evidently
given away by those of his trademark rapid strides, urging Sun-god
to forsake his laziness and come out forthright to initiate a fresh day
on course to its new journey. We too immediately forgot our
looming procrastination and regained our resolve to reach first class
on time.

I will end this piece with a small tale of my own first experience of
interaction with a position of authority. It was start of our last yearly
lap for graduate degree. There were two options for our Elective-II
in final year, Micro-processing and Protective Relay Systems, former
technology being an emerging one at that time, most students
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wanted to choose that. So at onset of a new academic session, when
publication of our final mark-sheets was still about a month and a
half away, the subject was to be allotted to applicants based on their
Viva Voce-l (Grand Viva) marks of 3rd year. On 2nd or 3rd day of new
session, later two of our three classes of 2nd half got suspended for
some reason. After a hurried lunch, | and my next room friend of
Wolf went to see the movie Enter the Dragon at Globe cinema hall
in Esplanade. At dinner table that night one of my co-boarding
classmates informed that application for Elective-Il subject was to
be submitted previous day only before end of class-hours, which was
advised in that 2nd half by a very short notice. Next morning |
reached my department about half an hour early to submit my said
application, hoping for a probable extension of its stiff deadline as
final allotment was expected to take place around lunch-recess that
day. After depositing my application into submission-box, | casually
glanced through the nearby notice-board. To my utter dismay, final
allotment list of even date was already put-up there. Even at that
extremely upsetting moment, | could muster requisite courage to
make one last try to request SKS for a most improbable
reconsideration, conjuring a cooked up story though.

| entered my HoD’s chamber without wasting much time showing a
crestfallen face and with utmost quiver in my voice | tried to narrate
as briefly as possible how my mother got a sudden indisposition
previous morning and getting the news a bit late, why | had to rush
to my home leaving last of our four pre-lunch break classes. After
hearing my disparate pleading with patient nonchalance, SKS
seemed to give me a fair chance by checking whether my marks in
Grand Viva could ensure my entry into that list, recognizing me to be
one of the backbenchers of his class. Then he sincerely advised me
to take up my ensuing Project assignment on a suitable topic of
Micro-processing, in case my displayed urge to know that subject
was genuine and that way, | would be able to learn both of the
subjects on offer for our Elective-Il (that | could learn neither of them
ultimately, is another story!). Lastly with a faint smile round his lips,
which was very uncharacteristic of him, SKS informed me that it was
time for me to attend our 1st class of the day. In that early morning,
| exited from SKS’s chamber gaining a palpable leap in my strides,
sensing a pride of snatching triumph from the jaws of irrevocable
defeat.

Since that day, so fortunate for me, whenever | have tried
reminiscing that incident, | cannot but keep bowing time and again
to SKS’s rare truthfulness that he did not use my hapless situation to
deny me invoking a false claim of my marks being insufficient for the
purpose, might be it was a pleasant surprise for him too to know
that backbenchers of his class were really not that bad students as
he was used to thinking. Wherever you may be today, SKS you can
surely have that immense satisfaction of being able to teach your
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pervasive community of students beyond curricula of electrical
engineering — concern for the future generation, a human value
which is becoming rarer by the day.

(NB : I have consciously restricted use of “the” as a preposition,
emulating SKS’s personalised style of writing his teachings on the
board)

REMEMBERING PROF SANKAR
SEN

Tapobrata Sanyal | 1961 CE

Picture: Jayanta Sur Basab Mukherjee Sekhar Bhattacharya and
Jhulan Basu were blessed by our Sir Dr. Sankar Sen ,when they met
him on 5th September, 2019 at his residence.

Prof Sankar Sen was one of the most respected teachers of our time.
He endeared himself to all those who came in contact with him by
his imposing personality, affectionate and candid demeanor. My
discipline of study in BE College (1957-61) being different from his, |
did not venture to interact with him during that period. After years
of my passing out, | had opportunity to come in contact with him on
a number of occasions during my professional career. His affection
to students irrespective of disciplines they belonged to was
overwhelming.

| remember our first meeting at Haldia. | was then heading the River
Training Cell of Calcutta Port Trust. The year was 1987-88. He came
to the town as the Power Minister of the State. | was asked to show
him round our activities centering Nayachar island, a huge land
outcrop within the Hugli estuary opposite the docks. A massive 1.8
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km long guide-wall made of granite was under construction at that
time under my leadership from the bosom of the river. The river was
18 meter deep at that location. For the first time in India geo-
mattresses made of polymeric geotextiles imported from Holland
was used as the base of the wall on the mobile river bed. The
technology was never tried in India before. Prof Sen enquired about
the objective of the guide-wall and other relevant technical details.
He was seemingly impressed on hearing my reply. After return from
his site-visit he said- “your work should be brought to public focus. |
will tell Mr X of Ananda Bazar Patrika to contact you.” The
gentleman however did not meet me. Anyway, | was humbled and
moved by the way Prof Sen appreciated my work.

Later, during his visit he called me aside and said -““Look Tapobrata,
| want to set up a wind farm at Haldia. Will Nayachar be the right
place?” I said- “Sir, | don’t have precise data about wind-speed there.
But it can certainly be tried. | solicit your advice what | am supposed
to do in the matter.” He did not reply immediately.

After a few days he called me up and said- “A wind mill which was
installed at Digha has given way. Can you install it at Nayachar?” |
replied - Sir, | will surely do it provided the wind mill is transported
to Haldia.” He said “ OK. I will tell Gon Chaudhury to do that. He will
contact you”. (Gon Choudhury he referred to is Dr S P Gon
Choudhury who later made his mark in the field of non-conventional

energy).

The wind mill was transported from Digha and | arranged to install it
at Nayachar close to the newly constructed Mangrove
Interpretation Center building with the help of my colleagues so that
the building and its surrounds could be lighted with wind-power.
There was no other structure in the island which was at that time
desolate and lonely grazed by buffaloes that used to swim across
the river in herds from the eastern side.

Electrical matters were taken care of by Dr Gon Choudhury and his
team after the stand-alone wind-mill was installed.. I think that was
the first wind mill in the State.

After a few months | was called by Prof Sen at his office. He told me
about huge waste fly-ash dumps lying unused in the factory
precincts of Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation at Haldia which was
then operational. He said that disposal of these waste fly-ash dumps
in HFC was a problem. He asked me “Can we not make bricks with
the fly-ash?” | replied -“Sir, surely it can be done. But economic
viability needs be examined first given the fact of high transport cost
of bricks to user-points from Haldia. The issue is also about
availability of a suitable chunk of land for manufacture of bricks
preferably on river-side as river-transport could be cheaper. The
aspect of acceptability of fly-ash bricks over usual clay-bricks by
people should also be considered.” He said -“you have rightly
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pointed out the issues. | will think over.” His plan however did not
see the light of the day. But it showed how Prof Sen was occupied
with problems of varied nature, besides his wusual busy
responsibilities as the Power Minister of the State which was then
reeling under acute power shortage. Prof Sen was hailed as a
stalwart who could be the savior from the engulfing power crisis. He
was invited by other states also as Adviser.

I met him informally after this interaction on a number of occasions
when he asked about my personal well-being. | reciprocated by
offering my respects to him. His affection and appreciative qualities
will remain etched in my memory for ever. In his demise | feel to have
lost a guardian and well-wisher.

. SALUTE To You MY DEAREST SIR

1@&;}

Nirmal Kumar Chaturvedi| 1979 EE

Picture: During Dr Sen's Birthday Celebrations at B E College Ex
Students Club Salt Lake in Mid December 2016

Deeply shocked to learn about the death of our beloved & most
respected Professor Dr Sankar Kumar Sen!

He will be fondly remembered as a Great Teacher, Brilliant Engineer,
Human Being, Mentor and a Role Model for generations to come.
He was so knowledgeable and caring! Possessing a graceful
personality, his biggest quality was that he remembered
each student by name even after several years and greeted one and
all with his unique smile.

May his soul Rest in Peace!!!

Dhruba Jyoti Chakraborty | 1980 EE

Picture: Dr. Sankar Sen
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A STUDENT’S TRIBUTE

Prof Bimal Bose | 1956 EE

| am Prof. Bimal Bose (1956 EE) from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. | have long memories with Sankar-da.

| was a student of Dr. Sen (1948) in the final year (1955), and he
taught us electrical machines. Then, for 11 years (1960-1971), | was his
colleague in EE Dept. where | was teaching industrial electronics and
circuit theory. Coming from London Imperial College with Ph.D.
degree, Dr. Sen was quite an important person in BEC. He used to
love the students very much (including me), and there are many
good memories. However, he soon leaned to CPM and major conflict
rose with university administration. | had deep respect for him, but |
did not support him in politics. To make long story short, | decided
to leave BEC in 1971 for USA when BEC was in turmoil in the 1970’s.

Dr. Sen had a deep sympathy with poor people. When Kalipada
(Bearer in the Dept.) died, he cried. May his soul rest in peace.

DR. SEN'S LETTER TO THE 1982
BATCH FOR THEIR RE-UNION WHICH
HE WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND...

Courtesy Amitabh Dutta | 1982 EE
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Prof. S. K. Sen

BE, Ph.D.(LOND.) DIC(LOND.) , FIE, FNAE, W3R - 3/6,PhaseVII
Fellow,Imperial College.London: D.S¢ . Golf Green
Formerly- Kolkata -700095

- Prof. & Head, E. E., Bengal Engg. College, Shibpur.
- Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur University.
- Minister-in-Charge, Power, Science, Technology
& Non-conventional Energy Sources, Govt. of West Bengal.
Hony. Member, Sikkim State Planning Commission
Hony. Advisor on Energy to the Chief Minister, Assam
E-mail : sankarsen goligreen@gmail.com Telephone: (033)2413-7754

Some thoughts from Dr. Sankar Kumar Sen
It is a great pleasure to note that the 1982 batch of Engineering of our great Alma
Mater is celebrating their Silver Jubilee year.

It is a great thing in one's life to unite with one's fellow travelers after a lapse of
25 cherisable years with so much to share between.

We all know that our Alma Mater the erstwhile Bengal Engineering College
started its journey in the year 1856, The seed that sprouted more than 152 years
ago has transformed into a gigantic tree. It has produced a galaxy of eminent
Engineers like you who distinguished themselves in the profession all over the
world and who contributed themselves in their respective profession.

When | was asked to give a message suiting the occasion of the Silver Jubilee. T
was, at once, thrown into a nostalgia from which I am still suffering at my
present age of 80-plus, and thought that I'll share with you some thoughts instead
of messages of goodwill which I wish always for vou, every moment. For
information, my batch of '48BEC is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this year.

I had the proud privilege of being an undergraduate student of this college from
1944 10 1948, a Research Fellow under Government of India posted at the same
Institution from 1950 to '52 and thereafter a faculty member from 1955 to 1986
before taking over as Vice Chancellor of Jadavpur University — a great privilege
of staying in the College campus for about 37 years.

Like you and all others, in the service-life, 1 also came face 10 face with
numerous challenges and there are moments when I had to take crucial decisions.
The first such decision in my life is to reject the appointment from DVC (its first

batch of Engineers) and choose the research line (this too was the first batch of
Senior research fellows of Government of India, after the Independence) inspite
of the fact that fellowship value is around 50 percent of that of the
Asstt.Engineers’. Everybody including my relatives was surprised but I had my
moments of joy when my father, a renowned Professor of Physics at that time
supported my decision. 1 fervently believed that most important requirement for
a newly independent country is to develop its human resources, that one of our
aim should be to get involved in research and training to make the country self-
reliant, and that our future generation can easily take up the challenges of
building India if they are set on the right path of knowledge and values.

It is this faith in one's own self and courage to face any challenge became the
beacon light in my life and things became easier when I was offered a teacher’s
job at my alma mater. Here again, a very important decision I had to take after
return from UK in refusing a job at the IIT, Kharagpur and respond to the call
from my dear college.

Mind you, a teachers and researchers' job (if you look this way) could be a
tremendous challenge because you are to prove yourself each and every moment
before the batch after batch of new aspiring students. One had to be up to date
keeping oneself abreast with the developments, if you wish to satisfy the needs
of your students. Further challenge lies in bringing the bottom-half of the
students in the Class to the toppers’ level.

Yes, Looking back I feel that my choice of profession and work place was
correct because it gave me (and my wife) extreme satisfaction in life. All those
37 years of journeying in a beautiful campus in company of students, teachers
and supporting staff slowly transformed a boy into manhood teaching him all the
time to love the place of work and its inmates. I realised during my research
fellowship period that to be a successful teacher, one must never restrict himself
within the four walls of his classroom and must participate in all activities of the
students, whatever be its form. This is specially so since in my classroom I'l] be
involved only with a fraction of total student community of the college. It was a
joy when I rediscovered Tagore's wonderful lines on Education- that in the
learning process there is a bridge between the teacher and the learner, a Bridge of
Love, through which knowledge passes bothways.

Just after joining, The Centenary Celebration (1956) gave me an opportunity of
knowing the present and Ex-students from very close quarters. That started the
ball rolling!

It is a long long story full of fun and frolic, joy and satisfaction, mutual
admiration and respect which are keeping me erect till today.

The story must end here because getting involved with nostalgia may be
boredom to others. But | must confess that your contribution to the pleasure and
happiness in my life. even today. has been enormous and I bow to thee. Surely,
there were moments of unpleasantness and bitterness, but with everything, I am
ever grateful in the Honour of Life (“sab niYe dhanya aami praaNera sammane™
- a line from Tagore's poem- “yaabaar samaY hal bihan*ger™),

You all must be of age- nearing fifty and completed the first lap of your journey
of Life. I am sure that you have by now realised that life is nothing but facing
challenges one after another- social and cultural challenges and for some-
political challenges. Technology is a dynamic commodity. has half-life in every
ten years (that is, fifty percent goes to obsolescence in every ten years), and
modem development in any area is Technology plus values. My experience tells
me that it is always better to face the challenges instead of bypassing the same.
Chart your steps during the 2™ lap of 25 years — the lap in which you'll ‘retire
from active service', have different kinds of responsibilities to your family,
friends and neighbours and also to the people. With proper planning, life's
journey thro' this lap can be interesting and joyful, and of course challenging.
But in this game of life, always remember,

“To be happy in Life, Always focus on the Rainbow, NEVER on the Rain.”

I Wish you all very Happy.

k4 SORROW THAT SMILES

Hillol Ray | 1973 CE
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Sorrow that Smiles
[ In Memory of Dr, Sankar K. Sen )
February 8, 2020

By
Hillal Ray

As | drown my eyes today,

On the history pages of our Alma Mater-
I find BEC has been frivolously gifted,
With an Alum, and a Man of Latter]
Qur beloved Educationist, Administrator,
And the Minister of Power-
Whose life revolved around a full circle,
With praise and charismatic shower|
“Resistance” and criticism came along.
But he dealt them with & stern voice-
And the nightmares of “Load Shading” disappeared,
To malke us fortunate to rejoicel

Honorable BEC Alum, and a competent VC,
In the campus of JU-
Drowned us today in the ocean of sorrow,
That smiles with a rainbow huef
Let the freedom in your heavenly abode
Allow you to roam around free-
And, we, the disciples on Earth,

Will peruse through the pages of your knowledge tree|
In the crevices of our wretched hearts,
Your uncanny voice will alwayssing-

And aspire us with your lifa’s lassons,

At, before, during, and after the medias ringl|

“Milestone”
February 8, 2020

Dr Sankar Kumar Sen,
lmmdtzw w
Former Vice Chancellor of Kollata;

Former Minkter-incharge of Power, Sclence ; Wlslllqﬂ Technelogy, Non-conventional Energy
Sources passed away on Bth February 2020. He was Instrumental in conversion of B E College 1o
EST, revamping of JU and making West Bengal from a power-defich state to power-surplus state.
He inspired students of B E College to serve the society and formed Forum of Scientists, Engineers

and gists (FOSET). Our frigndly Sir has his body to Instituta of Post
Madical E and R th (PG Tor adv ol medical education.
Long live Dr Sen,
i DR. SANKAR SEN - BABAI
( |

Courtesy Anjan Mukherjee | 1972 ME

During the Naxalite movement in the 70's Babai would sometimes
get news of his students losing their lives. His grief was immense
and so was Ma's. One such student was Asim Ganguly whom Babai
loved a lot. He died in December 1970. Shortly after, Babai wrote an
article on the plight of students during those times, lack of jobs and
good leadership, dedicated to his favorite student, which was
reprinted in 2019 in a commemorative magazine on the 50th
anniversary of Asim Ganguly's martyrdom.
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FROM THE PRESS

IN MEMORIAM |
SIR, Professor Sankar Sen passed away on 8 February at
the age of 92. He was an electrical engineer from Bengal
Engineering College, Shibpur, and had a brilliant acad-
emic career. He was an Emeritus Professor during the
1960s. He also served as the Vice-Chancellor of
Jadavpur University. Dr Sen was elected to the Legisla-
tive Assembly as a CPI-M candidate in 1991 and 1996.
He was the Power minister in the Left Front govern-
mentled by]Jyoti Basu when the entire state, lnclndllg
Kolkata, was reeling under power cuts every day. Wi
his dedicated team, he was able to rescue West Bengal
from the overwhelming darkness.

Yours, etc., Samares Bandyopadhyay,

Kolkata, 12 February.
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The Statesman, 12* February, 2020
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Ananda Bazar Patrika, 9" February, 2020

. DR. SANKAR SEN - IN
REMEMBRANCE

1@@i

Amitabh Datta | 1970 EE

Dr Sankar Sen, Guru of Electrical Engineering, a superb administrator
with a vision, a minister with compassion.

The year was 1969-70. We were in the 5th Year. Classes used to
commence from 7 AM. Frequently it used to be seen that a few
students sprinting from the hostels towards the college, an exercise
book in one hand and in the other, a slice of bread, munching all the
way. All of them EE students rushing to enter the classroom before
a particular professor would enter. The subject: AC Machines and
the teacher, Dr Sankar Sen BE (Cal), PhD (Lond), DIC, MIE, Fellow of
the National Academy of Engineers; Professor and HoD of Electrical
Engineering. For all of them, reaching Dr Sen's class in time, hearing
his lectures and taking notes were de rigueur ; for Sir won't allow
any late comer into the class room and none of the students could
afford to miss his lectures. In the classroom there used to be only
one sound and that was the sound of silence. | was one of his
students. Still remember Sir's teaching methods. He would start by
drawing the circuit diagrams, vector diagrams and writing the
equations on the board and then start teaching, explaining in his
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unimitable manner. Such was his quality, width and depth of
teaching that most of us used to depend more on his lecture notes
than on the prescribed text book on the subject.

So deep was the impact of Sir's teachings that after so many years
and despite the fact that | could not practice Electrical Engineering
while serving the Indian Railways; | still remember a few things Dr
Sen taught us. At that time Sir was about 43 years old, somewhat
stocky and used to radiate energy and a very strong personality. In
summer he used to come in short sleeves and in winter, in full
sleeves and most of the days with a half sleeve sweater on and
occasionally - a jacket and tie/suit and tie.

When in 1972, | went back to the college for doing ME in Control
Systems; | found Dr Sen much more friendly. Many times he had
offered me tea in his office. Since | needed a good job very badly; |
decided to write the Engineering Services Exam and to prepare for
that | effectively dropped out of the ME program. Sir did not like the
idea but | was adamant. Anyway, | could crack the exam and joined
the Indian Railways. A few years thereafter, one day | was travelling
by train to Tatanagar .Sir was in the same compartment. He
remembered me and asked "Are you happy now?". | wasn't and told
him so. Dr Sen said "But it's too late now." That's the last time | saw
him.

A PERSONAL EULOGY FOR MY
TEACHER - PROF SANKAR SEN

Aparup Sengupta | 1987 EE
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It was exactly 8 am. There was pin drop silence in the class room. All
seated for the first class of Professors Sankar Sen. The 1987 batch of
Electrical Engineering knew his strict sense of discipline on attire and
attendance. “ Many of your parents were my students. | have never
allowed late entry in the class room. After the 8th Bell of the Clock
Tower, if you are not in my class, turn around and go back. | have
never accepted requests of ‘may | come-in Sir’ for late comers.” He
said with a mature and firm voice that set the stage for a bunch of
free birds in BE College, who just learnt how to break all rules. His
class was the exception.

His morning stroll, as he walked to the college building from the
Professors quarters in our 100 acre campus, was indeed a
spectacular stride of a military style deliberate walk, poised, firm and
erect, exuberating an air of composure, and confidence; with a
sense of purpose. | personally tried copying such a walk later in my
life and quickly realized, that you can only achieve that physical
grandeur if your attitude was as organized and orderly as him and a
mind that’s always rooted in values and principles.

With wonder | had the privilege to learn the intimate performance
of an outstanding teacher. The black board that was divided into 3
sections were immaculately used by him. He would erase the one on
the left, only after he finished the one on the extreme right. We
never had to request him, not to erase, as he gave ample time for
copying his lectures into notes. When we copied his board work, he
kept quiet. His beaming eyes went all over the room to notice that
all pens are down. Once every body copied their work on their note
books. He would utter...” So, as you see.....” . Where are those
thoughtful teachers, who knew, how difficult it was to copy the
board work and yet keep listening to lectures simultaneously? Those
pauses made by him, were sheer love and affection, as though he
was seating as a student in the class room.

| personally went through a severe economic challenge in my life
during my college days. | was doing private tuition for my pocket
money, | had a swelled-up unpaid mess bill that | was hedging with
the proceeds of my National Scholarship that was yet to come. Like
aboon I gotinformally accepted as a commissioned Officer in Indian
Navy. It was a phenomenal opportunity - all tuition fees and
expenses paid, an annual grant of Rs 5000 per year for incidentals
and | could join as an officer in the Navy with all perks of free ration,
free home and a very handsome salary and an ability to directly
protect our Nation. One day, with much hesitation | followed his
stride in the corridors of my department and told about my state of
affairs and my new opportunity. He was indeed very pragmatic and
inspiring. He said, “the Defence R&D was the best place to work in
India, the finest of engineering works at global scale was getting
carried out. You should consider”. However | didn’t join because |
was not guaranteed a R&D assignment and my mother sobbed and
said “I don’t want to lose another son”. A one-way ticket to a job,
with no option to resign before 25 years ( you are not allowed to
resign in the armed forces) and a crying mother weighed more that
the opportunity of emotional triumph and an immediate economic
blanket. I declined. A few months later when | told him, he said,
“Opportunities will come and go, make right choices. For now, focus
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on your studies”. | was scared at the beginning but admired how he
allowed a 21 year old in taking decision about his life. | was expecting
a reprimand. But he stood behind and pushed me to focus on
academics instead of my ‘more than adequate’ involvement in extra-
curricular life in the campus.

On a Sunday morning | had a bunch of my class mates show up in my
room. We were all swamped with work, assignments, project
submissions including a serious assignment from Dr. Sen’s Class that
was due next Tuesday. They requested me, as | was their elected
Class Representative, and they made it a point to tell me that it is my
responsibility to get a deferment on the due date from Dr Sen. They
all knew it was impossible and a bit under the belt for me. It was like
asking for the moon. | was generally weak in my stomach and |
started showing symptoms of dysentery with the very thought of
making such a request to Dr Sen. Not only will | be denied, | would
be taking a lot of scolding for not being disciplined in our work as a
cohort.

With trembling feet | took the courage of reaching his quarters. It
was the those typical British buildings with high ceilings, a ceiling fan
rotating with a deep hum that went well with the personality of the
Master in the house. | said “Sir can | spend a few minutes, | need to
get your guidance”. He looked me and said “Come inside.” It was
probably his evening tea time. Mrs Sen poured some tea for me and
him. | narrated how genuinely, the students felt that with so much
of work coming in our way, a deferred date would help and if he
would consider this request. | was shivering, my hands were moist
and my feet cold. He stared at me. His eyes were bright, beaming
with radiance and | could see a slight smile on his lips. “ Purbo
banglayay tomar babar bari kothai chhilo?”” | was taken a back with
this question. In amumbling tone | answered “ Sir Dhaka, Bikrampur.
With enthusiasm he raised his voice and asked “ Kon Gram?”, |
uttered softly ““ Bharakar Sir”. He opened his spectacles, rubbed his
face and head. Then sipped his tea and it his cigarette. He said “I will
extend it by a week and no more”. For a moment the man in front
of me wasn’t an apparently inaccessible, tall professor. He was like
a father. | came back and my folks cheered in the customary style
“Jio guru” . | laughed, because | couldn’t somehow share that
fatherly affection, that human being that I just met, the real Guru.
Yesterday night when | was crying at his departure, | felt this lump
on my throat and heart. | decided | will express the man behind such
a towering personality. Sometimes it is good to carry the badge of
pride in your life. A proud designation we have all earned that’s
beyond our degree certificate. A more legitimate certificate; that
says “Professor Sankar Sen’s student”. That’s an instant recognition
and today when I look back, it is these people who made us not just
engineers. They made us men and women in life. How can | say a
goodbye to him? My reverence, gratitude and love for Professor Sen
will be BY me and for GOOD. | guess that’s the reverse order of the
word goodbye.
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GUIDELINES FOR PUBLISHING ARTICLES
IN ALUMNI LINK

The following guidelines are followed in accepting any write-ups
for publication:

1. Please send your comments and relevant information/materials
for publication to alumnilink3@gmail.com and write “Alumni Link"
in the subject line

2. Comments, observations, and suggestions about any alumni
activities and IIEST, Shibpur are welcome.

3. Contribution in the form of stories, poems, sketches, cartoons,
travelogues, essays, etc. are highly appreciated.

4. Contents are accepted in English or Bengali.

5. All write-ups (both Bengali and English) should be in MS-Word
format (no PDF)

a. Font and size: Adorsholipi (9pt) for Bengali and Verdana
(9pt) for English

b. Bengali typing software: Avro Keyboard (in MS Word)

c. Poems/ songs/quotations Font (that are part of the articles,
not stand-alone content): Adorsholipi in italics (9pt)

d. Alignment: Justify or aligned with left margin
6. NOTE for Bengali Font:

a. Set the typing parameters before editing/typing. Avro may
be associated with some bugs while transforming fonts and it may
fail to change the fonts later; please use this caution to avoid
retyping.

b. Set font to Adorsholipi and size 9 point before typing
starts. Avro uses Vrinda by default.

c. Please refrain from using English words as much as
possible in a Bengali write-up and too many such use i.e. inability to
translate English to Bengali may lead to rejection of the content.

d. When it is absolutely required to put English fonts in
Bengali write-up, please use Verdana 9pt font.

e. Do not use multiple spaces/tabs between words; use
default paragraph margins for typing and two spaces at the start of
each new sentence. Please do not change the line indents.

f. Save files in .doc (or .docx format. MS Word sometimes
fails to retain formatting after closure of document and you are
responsible to choose appropriate version (2003 etc.) as long as
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your formatting is not disrupted when you convert the document to
a PDF.

7. Personal and professional accomplishments that you want to
share with your fellow alums are encouraged. Please refrain from
using this forum to promote personal propaganda or business.

8. Local news, Batch news, event announcements and
event/chapter reports are most welcome.

9. If you are looking for help to promote institutional or Alumni
interest you may reach out via this forum

10. We solicit any entry that is appropriate for the IIEST (student,
faculty and alumni) community.

11. We will publish the write-ups as long as the message does not
attack anyone personally and/or contain any apparent political
agenda

12. Electronic newsletters are published quarterly. The Alumni Day
Edition will have the print version.

13. Please come up with your original article that is not published or
available with the same content in the web or print version; Alumni
Link is an exchange forum for Alumni and not a “College news”.

14. You may submit your articles anytime during the year and if it is
associated with any seasonal notion, mention that in the subject
when you want to see it published.

15. There will be an ‘Opinion’ Section where alumni can voice their
views for the betterment of the institute and her communities.
Alumni are requested to maintain proper decorum and
professionalism and not use this as a forum to promote any personal
agenda. The Alumni Link Editorial Team reserves the right to
exclude/modify the content. Editorial Team would seek permission
from the writer if he/she agrees with the changes and the writer
would have the option to withdraw the write-up if he/she does not
like the changes. There will be a provision to include the e-mail
address and/or phone number which is optional. Ideally any Alumni
(GAABESU Member/Non-Member), Faculty, Staff or Student can
submit his/her opinion. However we do not encourage any Alumni
Link Editorial Team Member (and EC Members too) to write in the
opinion section as there may be a conflict of interest. Neither
GAABESU Executive Committee nor Alumni Link Editorial team is
responsible for the opinions expressed in this section.

16. Editorial team reserves the ultimate right to edit/accept/reject
any entry.
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