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A SMALL STEP TOWARDS KNOWING OUR THEK MEMBERS BETTER, AND
TO RESTORE THE COLLEGE SENTIMENTS
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Amiya Gopal Mandal
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for Philanthropic person

for Rare specimen

for All rounder

for Doctorate in his subjects

for Intelligence in superlative degree
for Precious human being
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“A real genius in gvery sphere, he holds fate of many
in the gxamination hall”

We, all the zero year students of first 5-yr integrated course introduced in 1960,
were accommodated in barracks. Santosh (Sinha) and myself were in Bk-2 (all
the barracks were later demolished to accommodate Hostel-14,15 & 16.)

Coming to point, after a few days our Super Prof P.K.Mukherjee (Geology Deptt)
asked names for monitors. Two names came up. One was Prabir Sil and another
was some Pradip Roy. When both were practically unknown then appearance
matters. And so we chose Prabir, a handsome smart guy, a mining student. Pradip
got votes from those who knew him only. But after a few weekly tests and monthly
tests the fragrance of the Genius spread and we discovered Pradip - what he is.
Pradip passed out from Hooghly Collegiate School standing first in the district and
securing a high position in H.S Examination, 1960.

Once in Physics Lab we noticed the tune of “sTe ®12 &5 SEME SNENE....” of
great singer Lata Mangeskar. This was an extremely popular song those days.
Everybody enquired where is the guitar and Who is the guitarist? To our great
surprise we became spell bound to see that Pradip was playing with the instrument
relating to sound matter with tuning fork to function as a guitar. So we came to
know that Pradip is a born genius, son of his blind singer-teacher father at
Chuchura, Hooghly district. At that age Pradip knew to play all popular music
instruments.




| seldom saw Pradip studying very seriously. He used more time in teaching fellow
class mates than reading for his own sake. Normally the room where Pradip was
staying was an Slr%1 H4. Pradip’s unending jokes kept us in humour.

Pradip passed through BK-3 (Santosh! pl. correct me if | am wrong), Hostel-9,
Hostel -11(?), Wolfenden Hall, Richardson. | shared Hostel -9, Wolfenden and
Richardson with Pradip. Pradip was least interested in keeping his bed and table
arranged and tidy. There was little space in them — all dumped with this and that.
We had the occasion to share the tasty home made food that maasima used to
bring for him and also for us at week ends. Santosh knows it well. Pradip had an art
of saying words in reverse manner continuously. One day he started singing
"THY IMQIP] (@Y (T AFEL..."-meaning e FFQIT 4E®

When In wolf in 4th year, we went to Rupnarayanpur for the survey camp for one
month. There at some weekend we all were invited by some ex-students in their
bungalow in Barakar for enjoyment together. So we went by Bus. There we were
welcome. After a long gossip, senior dadas requested us to sing as we like.
Everyone got puzzled what to sing. Pradip came to rescue. He instantly composed a
parody following the tune of an well known song. He made a group and briefed the
wordings to them and then started the parody song. It was very much enjoyable and
all appreciated. So is our PRADIP.

In wolfenden we, only 13 of 3rd yr (5 yr. int course)(Civil) students got single seated
hostel. Others in the hall were all 3rd year (Old) students- one year senior to us. In
many occasions they used to come to Pradip for solving their problems. Then
Pradip had to go through their subjects first and then explain to them and solve their
problems.

| personally owe to him for a favour. | was from a poor family. It was very difficult for
my family to maintain my expenditure. | expected some scholarship but could not
secure one except DPI scholarship. In 4th year Pradip advised me to meet Dr.(Prof)
Baral and tell him about my pecuniary conditions. Before appearing interview for
Maintenance scholarship | met Dr Baral and explained everything and told that it
would be difficult for me continue without that scholarship. And my name headed the
list of recipients. It was all for Pradip. My family got saved.




Pradip stood fourth in BE but to us he was No.1.( without undermining our goody
Partha Chakraborty,1st boy, who broke the long standing records of Naresh Bose).
In M.E Pradip stood first.

Pradip had an early marriage. His better half Susmita changed his go-as-you-like
profile to a clean, disciplined, well dressed person with his belongings in ship-
shape condition. Susmita does it herself. A very loving, caring and smiling and very
social house wife.

| got married in 1971 and rented a flat at 66/1 College Road so that | could my
pending ME at BE College. My wife Jaya (Sagarika) became friendly with Susmita.
So both families came closer. My batchmates Pradip, Subrata (Sengupta), Dipak
(Sengupta) used to visit my residence quite often for a great adda. Pradip’s
continuous jokes along with others made the gathering very enjoyable. Santosh was
then staying in a Sealdah Hotel “The Cozy”. For us Santosh was always a special
guest.

Pradip did his Ph.D from Roorkee on Geodetic subject. His thesis was extra ordinary
and his guide travelled to Foreign country to present a paper based on his thesis
work.

Pradip soon became Asstt. Professor and shifted to attached grs of Richardson Hall
as a Super. We have made frequent visits to his qrs. During this period Jaya
requested Susmita for a matching bride of his elder brother Jogu, an Electrical engr.
Pradip came into activity and arranged 3w@@aT in Mackdonald hall Super’s qrs.
Bhanja Saheb was the Super and bride was his daughter. Pradiper ghatkali became
successful.

In my thesis work in Diploma in Traffic & Transportation Engg in 1978 | needed
computer aided solution for probabilistic best values of coefficients in a linear
equation. | approached Pradip for a help. | tried to draw up one fortran programme.
Pradip instead gave me a unique programme which he developed in PhD course. It
very well served the purpose.

Time passed by. By then we shifted to Salt Lake residence. My son got admitted
into BESUS as a Mechanical student, Susmita was his local guardian. They were
then in B2 grs - previously Ladies Hostel.




Pradip by then became Professor-in-charge of JEE. He made scientific changes and
made the system very streamlined with computer aided programmes and made it
transparent. He proved himself as an able administrator and a successful teacher
friendly with students duly maintaining ethics of a good teacher. His popularity
knows no bound. He is indeed a rare specimen of a human being. He had never
chased after fame but that followed him. Many stories of the Genius Pradip remain
veiled. Let other friends unfold them. We are proud that we have seen the Genius,
touched him, befriended and passed time.

May GOD bless them. Long live PRADIP

Excerpts for Memoir 1965

Pradip Kr. Roy
Dhaki Moyra’s Lane,
P.O. Chirsurah, Dist. Hoogly.
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A rea! genius in every sphere, he holds fate
of many in the examination hall.

«  Higher Secondary (1960 )- Rank 13th in W.B.
Firstin Hooghly District

- B.E. CIVIL Bensgal Engg. College ( ¢th rank)

+  M.E, (structure) topper(C.(J) Gold Medallist

«  Ph.D., GEODESY. Roorkee {Jniversity




Dr. Santosh Sinha
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. Ajoy Kumar Das
Our Pride 65CE

Pradip, you are most loved and popular student in our batch. You are our pride.

Today | share with you and all a special moment of pride concerning you which was so
far personal to me.

Many years back | was that time in NTPC-Engineering in Delhi, one Rakesh
Khetrapal, a bright engineer from Roorkee University was working with me. One
dayduring one of our casual moments he asked, “Sir, you are 1965 batch BE
College?”, | said “Yes.” “Do you know P.K. Roy Sir?” | said “Yes, he was my
classmate”. He said with great respect “When | was in Roorkee pursuing BE, PK Roy
Sir was also there pursuing his PhD in Geodetic Survey and he along with his own
work also did all the work of a friend who was pursuing PhD in structure. He is a
genius!!!”

Our batch is known by you only!!!
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Most of us end up with no more than
five or six people who remember us.
Teachers have thousands of people
who remember them for the rest of
their lives.

~Andy Rooney
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Pradipda, | love you.

I don’t know how to begin with, to pay my reverence to someone who is dear to
my heart, because of his simplicity and excellence in Civil Engineering.

To me Dr Pradip Kumar Roy, a multi faceted character is a highly witty person, both in
social and professional field. We had glimpse of Pradipda, who was dear to students
from all spectrum, even being one of the illustrious professor in those times in Civil
Engineering department.

It was final year and we had been forcibly bundled out from famous (-il) Hostel 16 to
Richardson Hostel. | didn’t know that Pradipda was our hostel warden. First day in the
hostel, | was about to go out, when suddenly | stumbled upon with Pradipda in the
front lawn: “Sir, Apni ekhane?”

Pat come the reply “Next to the church, farthest from the God”.

Till date, whenever | intend to use the proverb, | remind of Pradipda and smiled
gleefully inside.

We had been taught of surveying by simplistic way without any hiccups by Pradipda-
no burdening theory, but simple application.

Integrity is one of his facets, which we came across later through real-life application.

It was workshop for Plain-table survey for part of our illustrious campus, divided in
twenty groups with four members per group. In those days high precision Total
Station was NOT available; however it was real fun to get into the business after
direction from Pradipda.

Being nerds in our class me, Abhijit Pakrashi, Arunavo Roy and Debashis Roy we felt it
will be cake-walk for us to complete well within time. We fanned out from the origin
to come back to the same origin-as destination and close out the reduced levels and
sketch out the plan and elevation of salient features on the tour.

We came back and found to our horror that close-out level is not matching with the
original level given to us. We deliberated endlessly with other nerds and came to
definitive conclusion that we have to dilute the error judiciously.

Only one group comprising of de-nerds: Kanchan Baran Sinha, Sudeep Sengupta,
Partha Sur and Umesh Singh declined to correct it in this fraudulent manner and left
the error as it is. All the other groups mock them as after all Kanchan et al will get
rosogolla in the workshop.

The fact remains we all got big zero with Kanchan and party ONLY got full marks in
the workshop.

| salute to Pradipda to teach us integrity in this integral way. Even today the moment |
get swayed from integrity, | recall that incident as a benchmark.

All the very best Pradipda, for years to come.
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The teacher who remained a friend

Tan requested to write something for her Teachers Day Page T issue. Invariably i
was centered on Dr PK Roy, our beloved professor. | was hesitating to write as one
can write a whole book on him — a man, who | believe, never had anyone saying
anything negative. In fact we all used to admire his profound wisdom as a subject
matter expert ranging from the syllabus to strategy of life. He performed that act with
utmost sincerity, grit and wit. | have failed to realize why can’t Profs have fun. There
is no rulebook that says that a Prof’s personality has to be serious, sincere, and
skeptical with the lack of all juvenile senses for the late teens in a college where time
revolved around making the best of life other than studying. At least that was quite
honestly true for a good chunk of my life in the campus.

It was legendary for us to mug on the final days of exams and attempt to write
formulae in the setsquares for complex equations as a chit sheet (first innovation we
learnt popularly called “chotha”). Dr Roy was aware of this smart move and took
those away in halls where he was the invigilator. Students were outsmarting him by
going to the bathroom near the exam hall and were writing the formula above the
urinals for precisely copying by last look on the pretext of a bathroom break that was
customarily allowed. He was a student and he applied his student sense. | have still
not learnt how he figured out how, but he used to outsmart the students by coming
half hour earlier and used to visit the bathroom and just change the formulae on the
walls with his pencils. So “minus” became “plus”, sigma became sigma square etc.
To a novice mind they looked very real but what they got was indeed all wrong and
that showed up in marks. He did not ever protest any action. He just gave his
message in the same style as students. | think this was the funniest and the most
hilarious folklore of his way of teaching integrity for engineering students. This is a
benchmark of how profoundly one can teach the basic tenets of life.

He was very fond of me as a Class representative. | was in those days very busy in
active politics and believed that | will change the world by protesting and not studying
and perennially looking for pretexts to write slogans on walls as to why America
should be condemned for not allowing milk supply in Cuba. He never motivated me
to leave politics. He was nice, gentle and only once asked “ do you have a relative in




Cuba?” | was stunned and shaken up inside. He knew | was coming from a very
challenging economic situation and yet | am spending time in matters that were not
relevant to my family, my country and me. If | have to talk of course corrections in
life, that short friendly question murmured in my ears for a change.

These living stalwarts walked the campus and departmental corridors with grace,
goodwill and occasionally at breakneck speed. Short height folks used to literally
gasp for air while giving him company while chatting. Such conversations had the
snippets of life, the lucid articulation of difficulties in structural design to systemic
issues of institutions.

| am still looking for those bright piercing eyes through powered glasses that could
tackle complex subjects with an everlasting smile. That's how he lives with me as a
Mentor, teacher and albeit a great friend. The Thek folks know that more than me.

Thank you Sir for being in my life on this day of tribute.
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Our Favourite Professor

|
Dr. P K Roy, Professor was synonymous with Civil Engineering ....In first year his

stature and funda and popularity was not instantaneously known.....His look and
personality compared to Mithun etc was not that impressive..therefore, he was not a
person to be conquered or won at first sight sort-of -instance....

In the freshers’ welcome function he used to bore tremendously with his on-the-spot
scripted songs/speeches...

His status was known from seniors and one of
my friends who is in Irrigation dept, West Bengal
now...He was said to be highly talented and
knowledgeable...But, | never realized that as he
hardly took our classes those mattered to the
civil engineers...except those who have chosen
career in surveying may be...To me | considered
the most as a typical BEC-ite, with endless
energy..friendly with students and with the
students when they needed him...And hold on,
he was a great prankster...It is rumoured that ...
During early eighties, during exams and if a big
ang long formula was involved in solving
a problem, some good student used to write down on the washroom
walls..sometimes inside toilet walls....once PKRoy sir observed that a number of
students going to washroom one after another.he became curious and
suspicious..he entered toilet and found a formula was written on the wall..he did not
erase that...he just changed the minus sign to plus...and three fourth students
scored zero who copied/used the formula after his visit to toilet.....

This was our favourite professor, Dr. PK Roy!
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A teacher affects eternity;
he can never tell where his
influence stops.

~ Henry Brooks Adams
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A Page-T on PKR , the “Sir of Sirs” who is also a Thek member, was long overdue!

Not that | didn’t try earlier, but it was such a gigantic task that the thought overwhelmed me! He is
such a larger than life person! The thought itself was audacious, and it felt almost impossible to
make a page-T on one of the most revered, iconic and probably the most popular professor of our
beloved institution!

But, then, | gathered courage! And borrowed that ‘bakwaas dictionary’ that doesn’t have the word
‘impossible’in it, from ....... | leave the rest for you to guess! ©

If you have guessed ‘PKR’, you won’t be wrong either ! Whoever have been lucky to know him from
close quarters will vouch for it! He is ‘Multifaceted Talent’ personified! And this issue 5 of Page-T is a
lame attempt to capture the-tip-ofthe 0.2% of the tip of the iceberg called PKR, who is responsible
behind the sinking of many Titanics of dull mundane prosaic thoughts!

Now, coming to acknowledgements, naming the people who have helped me with this, is another
tough task! — but if | don't , they threatened me not to help again (kidding! ©)! So here they are — 1.
Santoshda — What can | say — you are always there whenever needed! Respect! 2. Sankha &
Niladri — Thanks a Lot — for helping with typing, listening to my rubbish, calling up ppl (and saving
me some ISD charges in the process), and 3. Niladri, a special thanks to you for gracefully taking
up the responsibility of the Page-T from now on! Wow Bro — what a relief! (taliyan, from Page-T
followers, for Niladri!) 4. Saumitrada and Bimanda - for managing the actions in the western
hemisphere of the globe —and typing of the articles! Take a bow!

Also, | would like to express my gratitude for the help received from each and every one of the
contributors for their proactive cooperation, and tolerating my nagging for the whole period (That's
the toughest part ©)

And whatever little | did for this issue, surely | have made a mess of it! Please forgive the mistakes,
typos, this, that — and more! Thanks in advance for tolerating me! Again!

And, PKR Sir, if this humble effort of us could make you feel happy for some time, that would be our
greatest achievement. We do adore you a lot and remember you always! You are a real Guru and
Role model to us — you are, like that ad tagline, - THE COMPLETE MAN!

With loads of respect to you Sir — Stay Happy and keep showing us the way!

: g | HAPPY TEACHERS DAY
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